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The BNU-QUT-UC Doctoral Forum 2024 seeks to create opportunities for HDR students to think about their research and research education through a lens of emancipatory power that goes beyond agency and builds capacity to see and act on opportunities for change.

Emancipatory power is underpinned by an understanding of three processes: seeking autonomy, authoring, and making declarations (cf. Rindova et al., 2009). Seeking autonomy means seeking ways to escape from perceived constraints in and through research that may involve challenges to conventional wisdom that are economic, social, technological, cultural, or institutional. It may be achieved by challenging the boundaries of paradigms, connecting ideas between disciplines, or seeing and acting on opportunities that many others ignore.  Authoring refers to writing the rules for engaging with society defined through research to create change and promote an intent for change in others. Authoring is about understanding the values of others, the idiosyncrasies of their languages, and ensuring that your research connects with them to create further social and cultural value. Making declarations is achieved through the translation and dissemination of research that promotes intentionality toward change with the potential to mobilize change-focused-actions in others. Engaging in emancipatory processes as a researcher creates research impact by influencing others: Shaping the intentions, actions and practices of others is an outcome of a researcher’s emancipatory power.

In the 2024 Doctoral Forum, we assert that a Doctoral Education offers opportunities for becoming an emancipatory researcher with an appetite for different ways of thinking, evident through an openness to diverse methodologies and methods, to challenging conventional systems of knowledge, to the possibility for offering alternative structures alongside critical analysis and deconstruction, or to questioning epistemological, ontological, and axiological practices and assumptions. 

Through the Doctoral Forum 2024 we will explore, evaluate, question, critique, construct, transform, and publish ideas as a means of practicing emancipatory processes and impacting our societal audiences. The forum will start by sharing what we are familiar with and will also expand to seek an appreciation of systems of thought and knowledge that give rise to different standpoints, languages, legitimacy, power relations, authority, values, and sense of self. We may take an interest in texts not as a representation of fact or truth, but as means to rediscovering methods of knowledge production. We may consider different forms of social research as producing different forms of legitimacy, each with their own system of rigor and complexity for understanding social, cultural, political, psychological, and educational domains. The emancipatory power of a Doctoral Education arises when we seek autonomy in the ways we think, become active in re-writing the rules for engaging with society, and make declarations with research that mobilizes others to shape social, cultural and institutional change. 
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