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“Cultivating a Caring and Inclusive Society for All”

１．Background and Program Objectives
In a super-smart society, it is expected that social issues will be solved through digital innovation. In order to create innovation and new value, it is necessary to collaborate with diverse human resources with different backgrounds and attributes, regardless of nationality, language, religion, gender, or disability. In order to realize the basic principle of the SDGs, "Leave No One Behind," the practice of Diversity and Inclusion in society is required.

With this background, we have launched a new program titled “International Collaborative Human Resources Development Program in Asia to Foster Inclusive Minds” implemented by Campus Asia consortium universities in China, Korea and Japan plus two universities from Indonesia and Thailand from January 2022. The member universities are Beijing Normal University (China), Changchun University (China), Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (Korea), Hiroshima University (Japan), Indonesia University of Education (Indonesia) and Kasetsart University (Thailand).

Our program is designed to develop human resources collaboratively among the aforementioned universities to foster an inclusive mindset in students, which can contribute to the practice of Diversity and Inclusion for the realization of a super-smart society and the SDGs in Asia. As a part of the program, we call for application for participants to the online course implemented by Hiroshima University in January 2021 for partner universities students.

2．Course details
(1) Course structure
The PBL course is called “e-START program” where students of all partner universities work together online. The course consists of the following three parts: 
· Preparation lectures
· Group discussion and
· Final presentation
Students first learn basic knowledge about Diversity and Inclusion from lectures given by experts from the universities which would be useful for the discussion and group work to be followed. At the end of the course, all groups will make a final presentation and participants discuss and share their views based on their presentation.

(2) What you can obtain:
- Basic knowledge about Diversity and Inclusion
- Inclusive mindset, which is necessary when working with people with diverse backgrounds and attributes that make it possible to enhance competency in working with others
- Communication skills in foreign languages (mainly English)

(3) Course Schedule
	The theme for FY2021
	Cultivating a Caring and Inclusive Society for All

	Language to be used
	English

	Communication platform
	Zoom

	Recommended background knowledge
	Basic knowledge of special needs education, inclusive education, and/or diversity

	Outline of the course
	This course is designed for students with/without disabilities and other special needs to mutually learn models, history, current issues, strategies in providing collaborative supports, accommodations, and differentiated curriculum to include students with disabilities and other special needs in society. Specifically, students in this course will exchange students in Changchun University, China, where not only students without disabilities, but also students with visual and hearing disabilities are enrolled in this university. It is important to realize the importance of diversity by noticing the differences and similarities through interaction with students with disabilities.

	Course Schedule
	Class1 (HU students only): Wed 01/05 from 8:45 am-noon (JST) 
· Introduction of inclusion and diversity. Exchange with the students who joined this program.
· Students’ initial exchange: Creating students’ resumes (self-introduction cards) to introduce themselves.

Class 2 (HU students only): Fri 01/07 from 8:45 am-noon (JST) 
· Reflection of Class 1 and preparation of students’ short presentations on diversity, equity, and inclusion
· Students will give their short presentations on what are diversity and inclusion and why it is important to foster them and exchange their thoughts and ideas together.
· Preparation of students’ groupwork on diversity, equity, and inclusion that is planned for class 3.

Class 3: Wed 01/12 from 8:45 am-noon (JST)
· Students will be divided into several groups and each of which consists of 4-5 students. Once the small groups are formed the groupwork assignment is given.

Class 4: Wed 01/19 from 8:45 am-noon (JST)
· Students work together as a group to develop a proposal for the final presentation of the group assignment.
· Lecture: Inclusive Education in China.

Class 5(HU students only): Wed 02/02 from 8:45 am-noon (JST)
· Students exchange their opinions with each other on what they have learned and experienced from interacting with overseas students in Class 3 and 4, and set their new goals and to be acquired in the following classes.
Class 6: Wed 02/16 from 8:45 am-noon (JST) 
· Each group will give a mid-term presentation based on what they discussed during the previous two classes, followed by Q&A and discussions for further improvements.
· Students will actively watch video clips on inclusion and then exchange their ideas based on their contents. 
Class 7: Wed 02/23 from 8:45 am-noon (JST) 
· Students will give their final presentations based on what they have learned from this course.
Class 8 (only HU students): Fri 03/04 from 8:45 am-noon (JST) 
· As a wrap-up session, students will exchange their opinions with each other about what they have learned and experienced through this course, and discuss how to deepen their understanding of diversity as global citizens and how to pursue their studies at the university in the future.



３．Application Requirements
· Undergraduate students enrolled in the member universities
· Those who have a high level of interest in international exchange and study abroad, with a clear purpose for participation and a high level of ambition
· Participants must have a certain level of English proficiency and a willingness and positive attitude to communicate in English and other foreign languages
· Up to 10 students per university will be accepted

４．Fees for Program Participation
Free of charge

５．Application
[bookmark: _Hlk72668324]If you wish to apply for this program, please fill out the attached form and submit to your university’s office in charge by XX January 2022.

６．Credit and Certificate
· For HU students, the e-START program will be offered as a Liberal Arts Education subject, "Collaborative Online International Seminar B" (2 credit), which is equivalent to 2UCTS.
· For non-HU students, please ask details about credit at your university’s office in charge.
· Those who completed the course will receive a certificate of completion.

7．Special offer
For non-HU students
· Those who completed this course will have a higher priority of being invited*1 to the Summer School (around 10 days) to be held in August 2021 in Hiroshima and being selected as an exchange student to study at HU for one semester. For those who meets the requirement, JASSO scholarship (80,000 yen/month) will be provided.

For HU students
· Those who completed this course will have a higher priority of being able to participate in the START program (two courses: East Asia course (China/Korea) or South East Asia course (Indonesia/Thailand) to be held during summer or spring holidays in FY2021, with financial support*3. 
*3 Travel expenses and JASSO scholarship (60,000-80,000 yen) etc.


8. Contact
Global Initiatives Group, International Office, Hiroshima university
[bookmark: _GoBack]E-mail：kokusai-ryugaku@office.hiroshima-u.ac.jp  Tel：082-424-6182
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