                         
2024 BeSeTo Conference Concept Note

Background 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) plays a crucial role in equipping learners with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to address pressing global challenges, such as climate change, biodiversity loss, resource depletion, and inequality. ESD empowers individuals to make informed decisions and take action to create a more sustainable society.

Digital technologies are instrumental in enhancing education for sustainable development. They facilitate access to a wealth of information and resources, enabling learners to deepen their understanding of sustainability issues and explore innovative solutions. Digital platforms also provide opportunities for collaborative learning and sharing best practices, fostering a culture of sustainability among learners of all ages.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, digital technologies proved invaluable in ensuring the continuity of education for sustainable development. Online platforms enabled educators to deliver lessons remotely, reaching a wider audience and promoting inclusivity in education.

Furthermore, digital technologies support the collection and analysis of data related to sustainability, providing valuable insights for policymakers and educators. By harnessing the power of digital technologies, education for sustainable development can be made more engaging, interactive, and impactful, ultimately empowering learners to become agents of positive change in their communities and beyond.

International exchange and cooperation among Korea, Japan and China are considered as an important approach to promote the development of teacher education and the realization of the SDG 4 in the three countries and East Asia beyond. How do policy frameworks and governance structures in China, Korea, and Japan support education for sustainable development? What innovative teaching methods and digital tools are being used in the schools and classrooms in three countries to enhance sustainability? How do social and cultural influences shape the approach to education for sustainable development in China, Korea, and Japan? What are the challenges when promoting education for sustainable development in different contexts? These questions guide the leading teacher education institutions in Korea, Japan and China to initiate the 2024 BeSeTo Conference.

Theme and sub-themes 
The Conference is themed as “Education for Sustainable Development in the Digital Age”. Scholars from Waseda University, Korea University and Beijing Normal University will be invited to discuss the policy, practice, and cooperation in the field of education for sustainable development with a focus on the challenges and opportunities brought by digital technologies. 
Specifically, three sub-themes will be addressed through panel discussions: 
· Sub-theme 1: Policy and Governance for Digital Education and Sustainable Development 
· Sub-theme 2: Innovations in Digital Pedagogy for Sustainable Development 
· Sub-theme 3: Cross-cultural Perspectives on Digital Education for Sustainable Development 

Aims
2024 BeSeTo Conference aims to: 
1. Bring new thoughts based on experience and research 
2. Explore the mechanisms of international exchange and cooperation after the pandemic era
3. Share feasible solutions to universal teacher education problems in East Asia
4. Build up network for more collaboration 

Organization
Organized by:
Beijing Normal University (BNU)

Co-hosted by:
· Waseda University(WU) 
· Korea University (KU) 

Date and Time 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date: 9-12 October, 2024

Venue
Beijing Normal University

Language
The conference working language is English. 

Participants
Around 20 scholars and students from Waseda University, Korea University and Beijing Normal University. 

Call for papers
All abstracts related to the theme and sub-themes of this conference will be warmly welcomed. The 3 universities call for papers from its faculty members and graduate students and select qualified papers to present. 4 participants (2 faculty members and 2 graduate students) from each university will be recommended to BNU no later than June 10, 2024. （In case there are more faculty members or students are interested in participate in the conference, please give notice to the organizer in advance.）

Proposal Format
Please include the following information:
Your name and affiliation
Contact information (e-mail)
Title: 15 Words
Abstract: All abstracts are to be written in English (200-300 words) .

