2025 BESETO PROGRAM
CONCEPT NOTE

1. Background
[bookmark: _Hlk205317091]In an era marked by rapid globalization and shifting geopolitical dynamics, the role of education in promoting mutual understanding and regional cooperation has never been more critical. East Asia, home to rich cultural heritages and societies that place a high value on education, is uniquely positioned to contribute to the cultivation of cross-cultural dialogue and collaborative learning. Within this context, the BESETO (Beijing–Seoul–Tokyo) collaboration has long been a cornerstone of academic exchange among the three leading universities, Beijing Normal University, Korea University, and Waseda University, in East Asia. Since 2010, the BESETO Conference has played a key role in fostering intellectual dialogue, promoting research collaboration, and advancing a shared commitment to education among scholars and students across the region.
As regional neighbors with intertwined histories and growing interdependence, China, Korea, and Japan are well-positioned to strengthen our relationships and deepen collaboration through shared educational initiatives and cultural exchange. By learning from each other’s practices, policies, and pedagogies, the three institutions can not only enrich our educational landscapes but also contribute to the development of a more inclusive, empathetic, and peaceful East Asia. 

2. Theme
The conference is themed as “Learning from Each Other: Strengthening Cross-cultural Understanding in East Asia”. 

3. Aims
The 2025 BeSeTo Conference aims to: 
1) Bring new perspectives informed by both scholarly research and practical experience, encouraging meaningful academic dialogue across institutions. 
2) Explore sustainable models for international academic exchange and institutional cooperation, to build long-term partnerships. 
3) Strengthen the trilateral academic network by fostering collaborative research opportunities, co-hosted initiatives, and strategic alignment with similar academic events. 

4. Organization
Organized by: Korea University (KU)
Co-hosted by: Waseda University (WU), Beijing Normal University (BNU)

5. 
1
6. Date and Time 
13-15 October, 2025
7. Venue
Korea University


8. Participants 
Dedicated and passionate students, faculty members, and staff from KU, WU, and BNU

PROGRAM

13 October (Mon), 2025(Day 1)
	Time
	Contents
	Memo

	-13:00
	Arrival in Korea
	Shuttle service from Incheon Airport to the hotel provided

	
	Check-in and Refresh
	Somerset Palace Seoul



14 October (Tue), 2025(Day 2)
	Time
	Contents
	Memo

	9:00-11:45
	Students’ Research Presentations 

	2 students from each university
25 min each, including a Q&A session
Open to KU students 

	12:00-13:15
	Luncheon
	KU Faculty House

	13:30-15:00
	Professors’ Presentation
	1 professor from each university
30 min each, including a Q&A session

	15:15-15:45
	Introduction of Korea University and internationalization
	Office of International Affairs, KU

	15:45-17:20
	Panel Discussion: How to strengthen education research through internationalization – Future direction of our partnership 
	1 professor from each university
20 min each. 35 mins for panel discussion. 
Presentation topic: Practices and strategies to increase internationalization in each institute. 

	17:30-19:00
	Welcome Dinner
	Buffet Banquet in Education Main Building #113



15 October (Wed), 2025(Day 3)
	Time
	Contents
	Memo

	10:00-12:00
	KU Museum Tour
	

	12:00-13:30
	Luncheon
	

	13:30-15:30
	Local School Visit
	Joongang High School



16 October (Wed), 2025(Day 4)
	Time
	Contents
	Memo

	
	Departure
	Shuttle service to Incheon Airport provided



